Executive
Summary
Moving Forward, Starting Today
The federal transportation planning process emphasizes that metropolitan transportation plans are
comprehensive, coordinated, and continue to review
and refine travel assumptions, issues, and solutions
every five years. The region’s business community
developed a Regional Vision in 2013. The vision is
to grow and attract business, to inspire innovation,
to embrace our culturally-rich metropolitan community, and encourage lifelong learning. To “Move
Forward,” the Quad Cities will need a resilient,
well-maintained, and efficient transportation system.
To achieve the Regional Vision supported by transportation of goods and people, efforts start today.
Each transportation-related decision made by local
communities and state and federal officials moves
the area closer to completing the 2045 Quad Cities
Long Range Transportation Plan.
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Map 1 – Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA)
Boundary

Background on Metropolitan
Transportation Planning
The Place and People
The Quad Cities is a two-state metropolitan area
located along the Mississippi River at the Eastern
Iowa-Western Illinois border. The largest city in the
Quad Cities is Davenport, Iowa with a population of
nearly 100,000. The Quad Cities is centrally located
in proximity to Minneapolis to the north, St. Louis
to the south, Chicago to the east, and Des Moines
to the west. The Quad Cities Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) is centrally located in the Bi-State
Region, comprised of three Illinois counties and
two Iowa Counties. The MPA includes portions of
Henry and Rock Island Counties, Illinois, and Scott
County, Iowa (See Map 1).

Source: Bi-State Regional Commission, 2015

The Quad Cities MPA is home to 298,005 people
with a total number of 183,401 people employed,
based on the 2010 Census. The four largest employers are the Rock Island Arsenal, Deere & Company,
Genesis Medical Center, and Trinity Medical Center. The average household income is $65,939, and
89.6% of the MPA population 25 years and older
have a high school diploma or higher. The median
age of residents is 38.4 years, which is higher than
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the Illinois, Iowa, and national averages. Chapter
1 provides greater detail on the characteristics of
the Quad Cities related to where people live, work,
and play. The make-up of the Quad Cities plays an
important role in shaping transportation needs.
Figure 1 – Quad Cities Metropolitan Planning
Area, Iowa-Illinois

Source: Augustana College

The Planning
Where We’ve Been
For 50 years, the Quad Cities has been conducting
transportation planning through its Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO), Bi-State Regional
Commission. The Commission is charged with
updating the Quad Cities Long Range Transportation Plan every five years under the existing federal
transportation act. The first metropolitan transportation plan for the Quad Cities was adopted in
1969 looking to a horizon year of 1985. Today, this
plan update is looking to a horizon year of 2045.
While the MPA boundary has remained relatively
unchanged, travel choices and patterns are ever
changing, as technology and land use conditions and
trends shift over time. Unchanged is the Mississippi
River that divides the metro area in two and presents crossing challenges for residents living in one
state and working in another.
Planning Responsibilities
For effective and efficient transportation planning,
Bi-State Regional Commission as the MPO has
delegated the authority to conduct transportation
planning to the Quad Cities MPO Transportation
Policy Committee. The Policy Committee is responsible for overseeing the development of the plan and
recommending its approval to the Commission. The
Policy Committee is made of elected officials from
2
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the cities and counties within the MPA and a representative from the Illinois Quad Cities mass transit
district. Iowa Quad Cities transit is provided by the
Cities of Bettendorf and Davenport. Here, local
Iowa Quad Cities elected officials represent surface
transportation interests on the Policy Committee.
The Policy Committee uses advisory committees
to aid in the plan development process. The Quad
Cities Transportation Technical Committee, Bi-State
Regional Trails Committee, and Bi-State Region Air
Quality Task Force serve in this capacity. Additionally, advisory groups are utilized for feedback and
input, such as the Bi-State Technology and Safety
Technical Advisory Group, Regional Transit Interest
and Advisory Group, and Regional Transportation
Advisory Group. Details of these committees and
groups can be found in the MPO’s unified work
program or annual Transportation Planning Work
Program (TPWP).
Federally, the MPO is required to review the long
range transportation plan on a five-year cycle to
confirm the plan’s validity and consistency with
current and forecasted transportation and land
use conditions and trends within the metropolitan
planning boundary. The plan includes projected
transportation demand of persons and goods for
the horizon period. Chapters 2 and 3 discuss the
travel demand model (its input and output) used
to predict future travel needs. The plan should be
multi-modal and address facility and service equity
of its transportation investments on minority and
low-income communities. Chapters 3 to 6 highlight
these modes, including roads, passenger transportation, non-motorized travel, and freight transportation. Chapter 2 and Appendix C provide information on social equity. The plan considers estimates
of costs and revenues that are reasonably expected.
This is known as fiscal constraint and is addressed
in Chapter 7. Public involvement in the planning
process is another requirement that lends credibility
and support for plan implementation. Consultation
and involvement with local and state officials, modal
interested parties, resource agencies, and citizens at
large is discussed in Chapter 1 and documented in
Appendix A.
With a population over 200,000, the metropolitan
area is designated as a Transportation Management
Area (TMA). This designation carries additional
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planning responsibilities. They include planning
for technology and operations and for congestion.
The Bi-State Regional Intelligent Transportation System
(ITS) Architecture Plan addresses the technology and
operations planning needs of the metro area. An addendum to this plan includes documentation for the
MPA’s congestion management process.
Plan Progress
The 2045 Quad Cities Long Range Transportation Plan
was adopted March 23, 2016. The plan provides the
framework for future maintenance, operations, and
construction or reconstruction of the transportation network through 2045. The plan addresses the
multi-modal transportation network. Passenger
transportation uses airports, roads, public transit,
passenger ferries, trails, and sidewalks, as well as
future passenger rail to move people. It also supports moving goods by road, rail, water, and air. As
projects move from concept to construction, they
may use federal, state, and local funds to accomplish
them. Transportation projects with regional effects or use of federal surface transportation funds
are required to be listed in the Quad Cities MPO
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), a fouryear capital plan. The MPO staff track the status of
projects as they move through the design stages to
construction or implementation to monitor plan
progress.

Goals and Transportation Objectives
The 2045 Quad Cities Long Range Transportation Plan
has been developed in concert with many stakeholders, technical staff, and elected officials, and
through an extensive public involvement process.
The Quad Cities transportation system provides
key infrastructure to support the region’s vision
and carry it beyond 2030 to 2045. The network of
streets and highways, rail lines, transit routes, bikeways, sidewalks, runways, and riverways can allow or
hinder the Regional Vision from being achieved. It
can either connect people and goods to/from the
Quad Cities and worldwide or not. To be effective,
the Quad Cities transportation system needs to be
maintained and enhanced through connectivity, safety, security, efficiency, and sustainability. From this
effort, the system can grow and attract talent and
businesses, showcase our culturally-rich community,

and tap into innovation and learning opportunities.
The 2045 Quad Cities Long Range Transportation
Plan development goals focus on well-designed and
quality residential development, on growing our
commercial and industrial businesses, on a sustainable movement of goods and people, on connecting
people to area attractions, on advancing our government and public facilities/services, and on urban
design for quality of life in the Quad Cities.
The transportation performance objectives include
the following priorities:
• Support economic vitality
• Increase accessibility and mobility options
• Enhance the connectivity and integration between
modes
• Increase transportation system safety and security
• Protect and enhance the environment
• Emphasize system preservation

Transportation Issues
Issues facing the Quad Cities MPA travel today and
tomorrow are related to where people want to go
and not being able to get there in a timely, safe, and
efficient way. Local transportation issues include:
• Gaps in distance between bridges from where
people live and work and where they want to
go
• Congestion on major arterials due to crowded
streets or crashes
• Improvement of mobility choices – limited transit frequency and hours, lack of sidewalks and
trails or bike paths, or lack of a personal vehicle
• Improvement of system reliability – recurring
crash locations, unsynchronized signalized traffic
corridors, recurring delays at work zones for
maintenance of roads, bridges, and other facilities
• Reduction in vehicle-related emissions and more
fuel efficient or alternative fuels
• Connect modes better
Page
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• Repair or replace aging transportation facilities
– roads, bridges, bike paths, sidewalks, etc.
Travel issues in the future are similar to those today.
In the long term, aging infrastructure and obsolete
design will require investments in our roads, bridges,
bus replacements, rail lines, etc. Public feedback
in the plan development process envisions our
transportation system that builds streets to accommodate cars, buses, bikes, and pedestrians, as well as
more bike trails and paths. There is interest in having choices and being less car dependent, including
enhanced transit service with better frequency and
longer hours. High-speed passenger rail from the
Quad Cities to Chicago, and Quad Cities to Iowa
City is desired. Appendix A illustrates the input and
feedback from the public that has been incorporated
into the modal plans of this document.

Implementing the Vision
Based on the comprehensive planning process, information for existing conditions, forecasted conditions, community land use plans, and stakeholder
and public comments and suggestions, a proposed
transportation network through the year 2045 has
been prepared. What the Quad Cities wants for a
fully-envisioned transportation network falls short
by unmet needs in funding. Beyond the projects
that we can reasonably expect to maintain, reconstruct, replace or build, there are needs requiring
mobilizing efforts today, so that over the next 30
years, the Quad Cities is prepared to implement the
ideas today.

and trails. When the state transportation system
investment in the MPA is added, the total investment
amounts to $8.9 billion. Projects for air, river navigation, and rail are above and beyond this figure.

Roads and Bridges
Expanding our system capacity is an important part
of the Regional Vision. The completion of the I-74
Mississippi River Corridor from Veteran’s Memorial
Parkway, Davenport to Avenue of the Cities, Moline
is the single largest project ever to be completed
in the Quad Cities. The new I-74 Mississippi River
Bridge will be a premier landmark in the Quad
Cities by 2020. Figure 2 illustrates a conceptual
bicycle and pedestrian access to the future bridge
via an elevator near the Mississippi River Trail (MRT)
in Bettendorf, Iowa. Chapter 3 conveys plans for
the proposed road network in detail. There is an
expectation that travel demand will increase in key
corridors, such as I-74, U.S. 6/Kimberly Road, and
IL-5/John Deere Road, as well as along newer corridors such as Veteran’s Memorial Parkway and the
Rock Island-Milan Parkway.
Figure 2 – I-74 Mississippi River Corridor
Reconstruction – View of Bike and Pedestrian
Access to Bridge and Scenic Overlook from
Bettendorf, Iowa.

Projects and Price Tags
Chapter 7 discusses projects and price tags. Sixtythree percent (63%) of the transportation funds will
be spent on maintenance, preservation, and repair
or replacement for the system we have today. These
include on-going maintenance of our river bridges
and pavement, as well as bus and rail replacement.
Using technology to improve traffic flow through
monitoring systems, better signalization, and signing are envisioned. It is projected that through
2045, the Quad Cities MPA can reasonably expect
$4.1 billion will be needed to maintain and expand
the local transportation network of roads, transit,
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Source: Iowa Department of Transportation, 2013

Plans for reconstruction of U.S. 6/Kimberly Road
and IL-5/John Deere Road are planned. Examining
Davenport’s 3rd and 4th Streets and the IL-92 corridor through the Illinois Quad Cities may lead to
one-way to two-way road conversions.
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Passenger Transportation – Buses
and Trains
Public input suggests a people-friendly transportation system, making it easier to walk, bicycle, and
use the public transit system. Designing streets to
include a variety of users – walkers, bicyclists, bus
riders and drivers- where there is travel demand
will be a key element for “Complete Streets.” Transit priority corridors along our busiest roadways
will encourage land use that supports these accessible streets. Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) is envisioned
on a number of east-west corridors to increase bus
frequencies and ridership while serving commuter
needs and reducing traffic. BRT will require additional study as noted in Chapter 7. In the short
term, increasing transit-oriented development,
employment and other land use-based activities in
these corridors will build a foundation for BRT in
the future. Figure 3 illustrates wide sidewalks with
the Illinois Quad Cities transit hub at Centre Station
in the background. This location will be the site for
a future Amtrak passenger rail station and is located
adjacent to the area’s civic center, the iwireless
Center in Moline. Chapter 4 frames our existing
passenger transportation issues and the proposed
transit network and facilities envisioned for 2045.

Non-Motorized Transportation –
Bicyclists and Walkers
As part of the people-friendly transportation
system, the Quad Cities offers over 100 miles of
existing bicycle trails and river crossing capacity
via a passenger ferry system, known locally as the
Channel Cat Water Taxi. The Quad Cities is at the
crossroads of two national trails. The north-south
Mississippi River Trail from Minnesota to Louisiana
runs along the river both in the Iowa and Illinois
Quad Cities. The east-west American Discovery
Trail from California to Delaware enters the Quad
Cities from the east in Colona, Illinois, crosses the
Mississippi River at the Rock Island Arsenal and follows the riverfront to Buffalo, Iowa. To increase the
visibility and usage of the trails in the Quad Cities,
an interactive website www.QCTrails.org has been
created to encourage health and wellness through
the built environment. This visibility will also point
to the existing gaps in trail connectivity and segments needing to be constructed to complete a

full trail system in the Quad Cities. Chapter 5 lays
out the existing and proposed trails network in the
metro area.
Figure 3 – River Drive near John Deere
Commons and Centre Station, Moline, Illinois

Source: City-Data.com

Planes, Trains, Barges, and Trucks
Much of the 2045 Quad Cities Long Range Transportation Plan is devoted to passenger transportation. It
is recognized that there are goods and services that
we need and desire in our everyday lives. The goods
are moved from where they are produced, then
delivered to where they are consumed using the
multi-modal transportation network. In 2015, the
Bi-State Region Freight Plan was completed to help
outline future freight transportation needs in the
region and Quad Cities MPA. Air freight is currently
underutilized in the Quad Cities, as there are other
cost-effective alternatives. Aging infrastructure and
need for capacity were identified in the regional
freight plan as impediments to efficient freight
transportation in the region. Key projects included
I-80 and U.S. 67/Centennial Bridge reconstruction,
as well as I-80/U.S. 61 and I-280/U.S. 6 interchange
reconstruction. Mississippi River rail bridges require reconstruction or replacement as there are
both weight and clearance issues. Improvements to
the area lock and dam system were also noted to
enhance the Mississippi River as a marine highway.
Within the region, intermodal container, bulkload
port, and consolidation freight facilities were envisioned. With the completion of a rail extension to
the Eastern Iowa Industrial Center in Davenport
near the Davenport Municipal Airport, the operation of a transload facility will become an important
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asset in the metro area for freight movement.

Projects Requiring Additional Study
Beyond this plan, area officials see the need for
projects that will require further study. While these
conceptual projects are not part of the fiscallyconstrained projects at this time, there remains a
need to look beyond this plan for larger, more costly
but effective projects. Public input and stakeholders
agree there is a need for many project concepts to
be studied further. Greater detail from these studies would identify whether concepts are feasible,
where they should be located or aligned, and how
much they might cost.
During this planning process, it was determined
that a major investment study is needed to examine
the feasibility and alignment of a reconstructed or
new rail and highway crossing or crossings on the
Mississippi River. There is interest in examining the
feasibility of an East Rock River Bridge connecting
IL-5 to U.S. 6 and whether a connection to I-80 is
possible. There are suggested new interchanges in
the metro area that would create better access to
the interstate system and potentially support new
development areas as the metropolitan area grows.
Bus Rapid Transit will require additional study to
enhance area transit priority corridors. These are
listed in Chapter 7 and will require local stakeholders to work to fund and plan for these facilities in
the future.
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